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Introduced by Council President Corrigan: 

ORDINANCE 2007-772-E
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $40,000 FROM THE TREE MITIGATION AND RELATED EXPENSE – CHARTER FOR A TREE CANOPY STUDY; PROVIDING FOR OVERSIGHT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 


Section 1.

Appropriation.
For the 2006-2007 fiscal year, within the City's budget, there is hereby appropriated the indicated sum from the account listed in subsection (a) to the account listed in subsection (b): 


(a)
Appropriated from:




Tree Mitigation and Related Expense – Charter



PWOD15NTM - 34375




$40,000


(b)
Appropriated to: 




Avondale / Riverside Tree Survey




PWOD15NARTS - 04904




$40,000

Section 2.
 
Purpose.
The purpose of this appropriation is to provide funds for a tree canopy study in Riverside/Avondale area to identify dead, diseased and dangerous trees on City property or rights-of-way for removal and replacement, as more fully described and depicted in Exhibit 1.

Section 3.

Oversight.

The Mayor is requested to appoint the Department of Public Works (or its successor) to insure compliance with the agreement and all other appropriate laws.  The Department will work with Davey Resource Group during the project, the City contract number is SC-0535-06.
Section 4.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:  Margaret M. Sidman
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Riverside-Avondale Area Tree Inventory
Project Summary

Demonstrated Need:

As a result of the three tropical storms that affected Jacksonville in 2004 and subsequent
storms in 2005 and 2006, the trees in the Riverside Avondale area were severely
damaged. Additionally, the original public trees planted at the turn of the century were
primarily laurel and water oaks, and these are beginning to decline as they have now
reached their maximum service life.

There is a compelling need for an inventory to assess the current condition of existing
trees and to guide the reforestation of public property with a better understanding of
species diversity, urban tolerance, and storm damage resistance. The tree loss in this area
is compounded by an overall tree canopy decline due to increased urbanization and
makes the need for a systematic maintenance plan and action even stronger.

Project Goals and Objectives:

The goal of this project is to improve the urban forest canopy in the Riverside-Avondale
area. This will be accomplished by achieving these objectives: 1. Complete a 100% tree
and planting site inventory using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technology; 2.
Add the information on tree attributes, maintenance requirements, potential planting sites,
and location information collected during the inventory to the City’s existing on-line tree
management software program; 3. Create an efficient maintenance plan and schedule to
perform priority maintenance tasks that will eliminate or reduce public safety risks and
“storm proof” existing trees; and 4. Identify all potential planting sites to perform tree
planting projects to restore the forest canopy and insure proper species diversity.

Results:

If funded, this project will allow the City of Jacksonville’s urban forestry staff to identify
safety risk trees, species prone to storm damage, and non-native species and to take
immediate, corrective maintenance action. If funded, this project will also allow the City
to prioritize planting efforts and better coordinate with community partners to achieve
reforestation goals. This project will allow the City to be better prepared to prevent or
reduce storm damage and public safety risks from trees by conducting a professional,
customized tree inventory and condition/maintenance assessment, and by being able to
plan priority planting and maintenance tasks.
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